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GARCIA FAMILY FOUNDATION MAKES MULTI-YEAR GIFT TO HUMAN SERVICES 

CAMPUS, INC. TO ADDRESS HOMELESSNESS 
Community Challenged to Join Effort; Among Use of Funds is Strategic Partnership with 

Arizona State University’s Watts College of Public Service and Community Solutions 
 
 PHOENIX, Ariz. (Oct. 30, 2019):  The Garcia Family Foundation has made a $10 million 

multi-year gift to Human Services Campus, Inc. (HSC) to build on the vision and mission of the 

agency that manages a multi-use campus where 15 independent nonprofit agencies collaborate 

to address the needs of individuals experiencing homelessness. 

 “The Human Services Campus is a national model of excellence in providing services, 

resources and hope for men and women experiencing homelessness,” said Garcia Family 

Foundation President Jon Ehlinger.  “The collective efforts of this collaboration have proven 

effective in identifying and developing solutions to a very difficult challenge. Through this gift we 

want to provide both a solid financial foundation to continue and enhance that important work 

and to challenge the broader community to engage in the effort by leveraging the gift with 

additional support to fund and fulfill these critical needs.” 

 During the past year, more than 6,600 individuals have been served and connected with 

services on the Human Services Campus, a process that begins with individual assessments at 

the Brian Garcia Welcome Center to identify barriers and develop individual strategies to move 

men and women into permanent housing.  The Brian Garcia Welcome Center is named in honor 

of the son of Garcia Family Foundation founders Ernie and Joanne Garcia. 

 “We are deeply grateful for this incredibly generous gift from the Garcia Family 

Foundation and what it means for the men and women we serve every day,” said HSC 

Executive Director Amy Schwabenlender. “ With this gift and the potential it provides for 

additional support, we will be able to improve, expand and enhance our ability to address 

homelessness through a diverse range of opportunities, partnerships and collaborations.” 

 Among the investments targeted for the gift is formalizing an operational partnership with 

Arizona State University’s Watts College of Public Service and Community Solutions to address 

homelessness.   



The gift supports the new Watts College Nexus, a “backbone” team dedicated to 

coordinating and aligning systems, building capacity and co-creating solutions with service 

providers for preventing and ending homelessness in the region.  A dedicated Watts College 

liaison will work with the HSC and campus partners on practical projects drawing on ASU’s 

students, faculty and industry partners - including data harmonization, expanded internships, 

and outreach.   

 “Homelessness is a regional challenge requiring diverse community engagement and 

involvement,” said Jonathan Koppell, dean of the Watts College of Public Service and 

Community Solutions and chair of the Human Services Campus board of directors.  “This 

strategic partnership will provide critical resources that will both deepen and broaden the 

mission, vision and outcomes of the Human Services Campus’s efforts and leadership in 

identifying and finding solutions for men and women experiencing homelessness.” 

 For more information about the Human Services Campus, visit www.hsc-az.org. 
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ABOUT THE HUMAN SERVICES CAMPUS: Founded in 2005, the Human Services Campus is a 
collaborative force of partner organizations united on one campus to end homelessness.  Located just 
west of downtown Phoenix, 15 independent agencies on the Campus see nearly 1,000 individuals every 
day, offering a holistic range of client services including: reunification with family and friends; mental, 
physical and dental health; shelter; employment; meals; legal services and housing.  Having all of these 
resources in one location with intra-agency communications makes it more feasible to provide a 
customized engagement for each client to help end their homelessness.  For more information, visit 
www.hsc-az.org. 
 
ABOUT THE GARCIA FAMILY FOUNDATION: Founded in 1996 in Phoenix, the Garcia Family 
Foundation is committed to serving and solving the challenges of those living in poverty in Arizona.  Over 
the last 20-plus years, its support has included aid for the homeless, support for healthcare initiatives and 
assistance of all kinds for children in need. The Foundation currently focuses on homelessness and the 
prevention of homelessness, and providing educational opportunities for high-achieving, disadvantaged 
students at the high school, technical and university levels, with a focus on strategic partnerships and 
collaboration across all program areas.  For more information, 
contact jon.ehlinger@garciafamilyfoundationaz.org. 
 
ABOUT ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY’S WATTS COLLEGE OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND 
COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS:  The Watts College of Public Service and Community Solutions is made up 
of four schools and more than 20 research centers – all with a shared goal of advancing research and 
discovery of public value, and furthering the economic, social, cultural and overall health of the 
communities they serve.  For more information, visit www.publicservice.asu.edu. 
 
Contacts:  
• Steve Davis, Director of Development, 602-705-4719, sdavis@hsc-az.org 
• Jonathan Koppell, Dean, Watts College of Public Service and Community Solutions, (602) 496-1114, 
koppell@asu.edu. 
• Steve Carr, The Kur Carr Group, Inc., 602-317-3040, scarr51@gmail.com 
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